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that people of taste and intelligence have in each other's society.
It was not an academy; nevertheless, as in the academies,
so in the salons, men of talent, whatever their rank, were in a
certain sense socially equal; also, a standard—a very high stan-
dard—of politeness and good manners was observed and became
habitual,
A succession of salons can be recognized in France in the
eighteenth century, mostly, of course, in Paris. The salon of
the Duchesse du Maine was in the CMteau des Sceaux, where
Voltaire in 1747 wrote Zadig in one day and had it performed
the same evening. For over fifty years (1700-53) eminent men
of letters visited at Sceaux. It was a salon of grand * shows J—
plays, torchlit f$tes in the park, pageants. The most character*
istic salons, however, were places of conversation, such as that
of the Marquise de Lambert, from 1710 to 1733, where
Fontenelle, the Abbe de Saint-Pierre, d'Argenson, the Presi-
dent Renault, and others met to dine and then pass the evening
in talking. " If anyone wished to write," says Sainte-Beuve," a
regular history of the salons of the eighteenth century, it would
be necessary to begin with Madame de Lambert's." * This
was held in her house, the Hotel de Nevers, Paris. Madame
de Lambert was followed by Madame de Tencin, whose
salon from 1726 to 1749 was frequented by the Abbe de Sa^nt-
Pierre, Montesquieu, Marivaux, the philosophic d£bauche
Helvetius, and, when they were in Paris, Bolingbroke and
Chesterfield, Madame Geoffrin's salon (1749-77) was the
social centre of the Encyclopaedists, who frequently came to
her Wednesday dinner--tiie Monday dinner was for artists,
Madame du Deffaad's salon in the Rue de Beaune from 1730
to 1780 was frequented by very high society, but the IVIar-
quis d'Alembert introduced the Encyclopaedists there too.
Mademoiselle de Lespinasse, from 1762 to 1776, in the Rue
Saint-Honor6, received d'Alembert, Turgot, Condorcet, Con-
dillac, the Abbe Mably. Besides society people and men of
letters, resident ambassadors—nearly always cultured, witty
men—formed a constant part of the circles of the salons.
1 Causeries de Lundi, vol. iv, p. 223.

